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SPECIAL PARKS, RECREATION & FORESTRY BOARD MEETING 
Monday, February 27, 2012 

6:00 p.m. 
 

1. Call to order by President Curt Stepanek. 

Roll Call: Members Present:  Jane Lardahl, Heidi Hoekstra, Curt Stepanek, Dale 
Berg, Audrey Stowell, and Beth Arneberg.  Absent:  Carmen Muenich. 

Staff present:  Dick Hebert and Terry Johnson.   

2. Personal Appearances By Citizens.  None.   

3. Communications.  None. 

4. Discuss/Consider Special Event Applications.   

a. Aurora Community Services Company Picnic, June 14, 2012.  This is an 
annual event that was discussed at a previous meeting.  The issue that 
needed to be resolved was the garbage.  Dick reports that the dumpster at 
Marshall Park can be switched to an on-call dumpster.  It can be moved to 
areas in the park where needed, such as in this situation.  Motion by Beth 
Arneberg, second by Dale Berg, all present voting aye, to approve the 
special event application for the company picnic of Aurora Community 
Services on June 14, 2012. 

b. Down’s Syndrome, September 23, 2012.  This is a Sunday event.  The Main 
Pavilion and Activity Building are reserved.  This is a walk event and 
expected attendance is 700.  Discussed that this event works because it is 
after the summer season.  They will have list the City as an insured on their 
liability policy.  They will have inflatables.  There will be a staff person 
working, but it was also recommended that the group have additional 
volunteers available to help because of the size of the group.  Motion by 
Dale Berg, second by Heidi Hoekstra, all present voting aye, to approve 
the special event application for Down’s Syndrome walk on 
September 23, 2012. 

c. Alzheimer’s Association “Walk to End Alzheimer’s”, September 11, 2012.  
This is a Tuesday event.  No issues.  The main pavilion and activity building 
are reserved.  Motion by Beth Arneberg, second by Heidi Hoekstra, all 
present voting aye, to approve the special event application for the 
Alzheimer’s Association “Walk to End Alzheimer’s” on September 11, 
2012. 

d. Leinenkugel’s Chippewa Valley Century Ride, Sunday, May 27, 2012.  
Jeanne Gustafson is present for questions.  This is a fundraiser bike ride that 
benefits many different donees.  The Main Pavilion and Activity Building are 
reserved.  In the past, a donation of varying amounts has been given in lieu 
of a reservation fee.  Reservation fee will be charged.  Any donation given 
over and above the reservation fee will go into the donation account.  
Recommended that they encourage bikers to use the Marshall Park parking 
lot.  Motion by Jane Lardahl, second by Dale Berg, all present voting 
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aye, to approve the special event application for the Leinenkugel’s 
Chippewa Valley Century Ride on May 27, 2012. 

e. Yellowstone Trail Centennial Celebration, Saturday, June 2, 2012.  Jim 
Schuh is present from the Chippewa County Historical Society.  It is the 100th 
anniversary of the Yellowstone Trail.  The trail was marked in 2006.  Irvine 
Park was used as a camping spot along the Yellowstone Trail years ago.  
They are organizing a picnic for antique vehicle travelers, unsure how many 
participants.  Will be reserving the Main Pavilion.  There will also be auto-
camping vehicles from that time period on display; these will be displayed in 
the campground area.  Motion by Curt Stepanek, second by Audrey 
Stowell, all present voting aye, to approve the special event application 
for the Yellowstone Trail Centennial Celebration, Saturday, June 2, 
2012.   

f. Easter Egg Hunt, Saturday, March 31, 2012.  National Honor Society would 
like to host an Easter Egg Hunt for the community.  Dick reports that they will 
be using Marshall Park.  Set up will be about 10.  The hunt will start at 11.   

5. Director’s Report.  Dick presented the pool report, briefly mentioned that there may 
be future opportunities for purchase of land for park use.  He reports that the seals 
have broken on some of the windows of the bear and cat exhibits.  This is causing 
fogging and making viewing difficult.  Will need to be fixed. 

6. Board Members comments or Concerns.  Heidi Hoekstra discussed the deer.  Dick 
also wondered if we could move the April meeting to April 12.  Everyone was in 
agreement with this.   

7. Adjournment.  Motion by Beth Arneberg, second by Curt Stepanek, all present 
voting aye, to adjourn 

 
Submitted by: 
Audrey Stowell, Secretary  


