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PARKS, RECREATION & FORESTRY BOARD MEETING 
Tuesday, July 12, 2016 

 

1. Call to order by Beth Arneberg at 6:00 p.m. 

Roll Call: Members Present:  Dale Berg, Beth Arneberg, Nate Seckora, 
Carmen Muenich, Rob Kiefer, Heidi Hoekstra and Audrey Stowell.   

Staff present:  Dick Hebert. 

2. Approval of June 14, 2016, Minutes:  Motion by Muenich / Hoekstra to approve 
June 14, 2016, minutes.  Motion carried. 

3. Personal Appearances By Citizens.  Jennifer Andress would like to offer a class 
through the Voyagers program for the participants to paint one of the walls of the 
cat exhibit as was done on Wagner Street Hill last year.  Jeanne Arneson has 
agreed to supervise.  There is some cost and additional volunteers are needed.  
Hebert indicates an epoxy paint would also need to be professionally applied.  
The exhibit would be painted by the kids for about an hour on Tuesdays & 
Thursdays from September 15 through November 12.  Given the go ahead to 
proceed. 

4. Discuss / Consider Special Event Applications:   

a. Big Girl Hotdogs’ Request.  It was discussed by the City council that there 
is a moratorium on food vendors on city streets.  Hebert indicates there 
have been inquiries from other food vendors as well.  Big Girls Hotdogs 
has withdrawn its request to have a food cart or small concessions on 
Sunday nights at Music in the Park.  Motion by Muenich / Hoekstra to 
rescind Item #4A of the May 10 Park Board meeting.  Motion carried. 

b. Pledge 4 Paws Dog Walk on September 24.  This event benefits the 
Chippewa County Humane Association.  Hebert indicates there are no 
issues or concerns.  Motion by Berg / Arneberg to approve the event 
application as presented with past practice.  Motion carried. 

c. Other.  None. 

5.   Discuss/Consider: 

a. Discuss Installation of Born Learning Trail in Irvine Park.  James Peters & 
Dustin Olson, from the United Way presented the idea of installing a Born 
Learning Trail at Irvine Park.  It involves painting on the sidewalk and posting 
signs with suggestions of ways for adults to interact with young children.  It 
could be used by the general public as well as day care or school groups 
should they desire.   All labor and costs would be covered by the Emerging 
Leaders group of the United Way.  There would be zero cost to the Park.  
Hebert indicated that he could envision it being placed on the sidewalk that 
goes between the bridge and the playground.  To keep the posts at an 
appropriate distance, it would need to go around the playground as well.  
The style of posts and visual concerns were raised.  It was indicated that it 
would be installed to be visually pleasing.  The style of post will be reviewed 
and decided on at a later date.  It would not take a lot of time to install, and 
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they would plan to have a ribbon cutting in September.  Motion by Berg / 
Kiefer to accept the plans and installation of the Born Learning Trail by 
the United Way Emerging Leaders.  Motion carried 

b. Discuss Donation of Model Farm Display to Irvine Park from Al & Irene 
Przybylski.  Al and Irene Przybylski are present to discuss the donation of a 
model farm that Al built and has had on display.  It is a replica of a family 
farm, built to 1/8 scale.  They would like for it to be displayed in the park.  
Discussed housing it in a 30’ x 40’ building, the preservation and 
maintenance, cost and location.  CBS Squared indicated they would provide 
a visual at no cost.  As some Park Board members expressed a desire to 
review the proposed location & view the model, it was decided to postpone 
discussion for one month. 

c. Irvine Park Welcome Center / Small Animal / Aviary Building.  Hebert 
indicates that the Welcome Center is currently open daily from 10:00am-
3:00pm. He also reports that the Park owns two owls that are now occupying 
an exhibit in the small animal building while staff prepares the aviary, which 
should be ready next week.  Hebert hopes flying birds will be brought into 
the aviary next week also. 

d. Discuss Improvements to Irvine Park.   

 Turn Around Design.  Bob Sworski of CBS Squared presented visual 
drawings of three options for the design.  This is a proposed parking 
lot across from the bison shed.  All options have two entrances.  
Option 1 has 33 parking spaces.  Pros:  Less clearing, less grading & 
less expensive.  Cons:  Tough bus access, farther from bridge & 
steeper grade at entrance.  Cost is estimated at $55,000.  Option 2 
has 31 spaces.  Pros:  Bus access, designated pedestrian walkway & 
green space.  Cons:  Additional excavation & additional asphalt.  
Estimated cost:  $71,966.  Option 3 has 33 parking spaces.  Pros:  
Closer to new dock facility, green space for benches/picnic area, less 
grading.  Cons:  Tougher bus access, more clearing.  Estimated cost:  
$60,000.  Discussed a blend between Options 1 & 3.  Bus access but 
closer to the road for visibility is preferable.  Hebert discussed having 
the area staked and mucking started by staff as they have time.  
Hebert would like to have a base course in this fall. 

 Main Pavilion Parking Lot and Duck House Area Improvements.  Bob 
Sworski presented a revised drawing. 

 Replace Trail Bridges.  Bob Sworski discussed raising the grade on 
both sides, using precast and/or creosote railroad timbers.   

 Rumbly Bridge.  Bob Sworski discussed repair.  It does need to be 
sandblasted and painted.  There is settlement on one abutment.  
Arneberg asked about critical repairs; Sworski doesn’t believe there is 
anything critically urgent.  He believes that we should be able to 
garner funds from third parties to help with the cost of repairing. 
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 Flag Hill Bathrooms/Shelter.  Hebert indicates we need to keep this 
on our radar.   

e. Director’s Report.  Dick Hebert reports that next month will be our summer 
picnic at the activity building with everyone bringing a dish to pass.  He 
indicates events are being planned for Leinie’s 150th anniversary, which will 
be in August 2017.   

f. Recreation Report.  Josh Kriesel indicates that we’re about halfway through 
summer activities.  Things are going well.  Weather has been great and the 
pool well attended.   

6. Approve Claims.  Claims reviewed.  Motion by Kiefer / Hoekstra to approve 
claims of $305,033.  Motion carried.   

7. Park Board Members’ Concerns or Comments.  Arneberg & Kiefer will be absent 
next month.  Muenich asked about ownership of animals.  The only animals 
owned by the Park are the two owls.  Discussed that loan money will be used 
next month for the Welcome Center as pledge amounts are coming in over time. 

8. Adjournment.  Motion by Muenich / Hoekstra to adjourn at 8:22 p.m.  Motion 
carried. 

Submitted by: 
 
Audrey Stowell, Secretary  
 


