
 
Minutes 

Committee #3 
Transportation, Construction, Public Safety and Traffic 

 
Committee #3 met Tuesday, May 17, 2016 at 4:00 pm in the City Hall Council Chambers, 30 West 
Central Street, Chippewa Falls, WI.   
 
Committee Members present:  Paul Olson, CW King, and Brent Ford 
Council Members present:  Mayor Hoffman, John Monarski, Chuck Hull, Rob Kiefer, and Paul Nadreau 
Others present: City Attorney Robert Ferg, Finance Manager/Treasurer Lynne Bauer, Police Chief Matthew 
Kelm, Fire Chief Mike Hepfler, Director of Public Works/City Engineer/Utilities Manager Rick Rubenzer, 
Assistant City Engineer Rob Krejci, Director of Chippewa Falls Main Street Teri Ouimette, Greg Bowe, Kara 
Goosens and Judy VanGuilder representing The Fill Inn Station, Dawn and Mike Bye of Bye the Willow, and 
City Clerk Bridget Givens  

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 pm. 
 

1. Discuss and consider Sidewalk Use Permit Application from Machine Tool Camp, 128 W River 
Street, to place benches and flower pots along the side of the building at the River Street 
entrance. Possible recommendations to Council. 
 
Motion by Ford/King to recommend Council approve the Sidewalk Use Permit Application from 
Machine Tool Camp, 128 W River Street, to place benches and flower pots along the side of the 
building at the River Street entrance. All present voting aye, motion carried. 
 

2. Discuss and consider variance request from Judy Van Guilder (representing The Fill Inn Station) 
of Code Section, §12.03 (6) of the Chippewa Falls Municipal Code relative to music in Outdoor 
Beer Gardens.  Possible recommendations to Council. 
 
City Attorney Ferg advised the Committee that there is no legal authority to grant a variance from an 
ordinance, unless the ordinance relates specifically to zoning.  Attorney Ferg offered that an 
amendment could be made to the existing Beer Garden ordinance wherein deviation requests from the 
ordinance could be brought before the Council.   
 
Discussion was had relative to the request from The Fill Inn Station to offer acoustic music in their beer 
garden area on designated evenings in the summer months, until approximately 10:00 pm. Following 
this discussion, the Committee felt that the Beer Garden ordinance should be reviewed in its entirety 
and that a meeting should be scheduled in the near future to address the ordinance. 
 
Motion by King/Ford to table this item until the next Committee #3 meeting.  All present voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 

3. Discuss and consider Pedal Pub Proposal of Bye the Willow, 501 N High Street.  Possible 
recommendations to Council. 
 
Dawn and Michael Bye presented their idea for a Pedal Pub in the City of Chippewa Falls.  They would 
like to encourage family friendly routes to destinations in the City such as Irvine Park, Olson’s Ice 
Cream, etc.  In addition, they would offer transportation to different establishments in the City such as 
the new distillery and Leinenkugel’s.  They were of the opinion that based upon liability concerns, they 
would not allow consumption of fermented malt beverages on the pedal pub.   



City Attorney Ferg advised that under current State Law, commercial quadricycles, wherein passengers 
are allowed to consume fermented malt beverages, are permissible.  Municipalities can enact stricter 
regulations if they choose to prohibit consumption and/or operation. 
 
Police Lt. Kelm expressed his concerns with traffic flow as the quadricycles only operate at a speed of 
approximately 5 mph.   
 
The Committee requested that Dawn and Michael Bye come back to the Committee with a more 
defined business plan and provide a copy of the waiver that riders would sign. 
 
No action taken. 
 

4. Discuss and consider various communications received relative to unsafe intersections, street 
conditions, and the potential use of additional street signage within the City.  Possible 
recommendations to Council. 
 
City Engineer Rubenzer advised that when these communications were received last year, he 
responded to them directly.  Rubenzer further stated that studies would have to be completed to 
determine traffic count, speed, etc. before any decisions could be made.   
 
The Committee discussed the problem areas identified with the Committee agreeing that the 
intersection of Wagner and River Streets is an area of concern.  The Committee directed the 
Engineering Department to perform a study of this intersection and bring the information back to 
Committee #3. 
 
No action taken. 
 

5. Discuss what neighboring communities pay for ambulance services provided by the City. 
Possible recommendations to Council. 
 
Currently, the City is providing EMS services to Anson, Eagle Point and a portion of Tilden at a per 
capita rate of $22.18.  Our current agreement only provides for a consumer price index increase 
annually, which last year was $0.15.  This per capita rate is for EMS services only, and does not 
include Fire.   
 
Councilor King feels that the City is supplementing the townships and would like to get a better handle 
on what the townships should be paying so the City is adequately recouping its costs.  It was suggested 
that a detailed breakdown of the costs be done and a meeting be held with the townships so they can 
better understand the financial impact to the City. 
 
Motion by Ford/King to recommend Council approve an increase in per capita fees to $27.18 for 2017 
with a review done for the following year.  All present voting aye, motion carried. 
 

6. Discuss proposed Coverage Agreement between Meda-Care Ambulance and Chippewa Falls 
Fire & EMS (to be distributed prior to meeting).  Possible recommendations to Council. 
 
City services are no longer being requested.  
 
No action taken.  
 

7. Discuss and consider contract between Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade, and 
Consumer Protection and Chippewa Falls Fire and EMS (to be distributed prior to meeting).  
Possible recommendations to Council. 

  
Motion by King/Ford to recommend Council approve the contract between Wisconsin Department of 
Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection and Chippewa Falls Fire and EMS.  All present voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
 



8. Adjournment 
Motion by Ford/King to adjourn at 5:33 pm.  All present voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Minutes submitted by: 
Paul Olson, Chair 
 






















































































