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PARKS, RECREATION & FORESTRY BOARD MEETING 
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 

 

1. Call to order by Beth Arneberg at 6:01 p.m. 

Roll Call: Members Present:  Beth Arneberg, Audrey Stowell, Carmen 
Muenich, Dale Berg, Justin Agnew, and John Abbe.  Absent:  Rob Kiefer 

Staff present:  Dick Hebert and Angela George. 

2. Approval of Minutes:  May 12, 2020.  Motion by Berg/ Muenich to approve 
minutes of May 12, 2020.  Motion passed.   

3. Personal Appearances By Citizens.  None.   

4. Election of Officers.  Muenich nominates Beth Arneberg for President.  No 
other nominations or objections.  Muenich nominates Dale Berg for Vice 
President.  No other nominations or objections.  Berg nominates Audrey 
Stowell for Secretary.  No other nominations or objections.  Motion by 
Muenich/Berg to cast unanimous ballot for all positions as presented.  
Motion passed 

5. Discuss/Consider Special Event Applications.   

a. Tom and Beth Johnson are present for a new Event “Hunter’s Hope Benefit 
Concert.”  This would be on 08/22/20 from 4 to 8.  It would be a free concert 
consisting of three bands with speakers to bring awareness as well as be a 
fundraiser for a fund with the Chippewa County Foundation that benefits 
non-profits that help individuals in Chippewa County with drug and mental 
health issues.  Motion by Berg/Stowell to approve the event with $250.00 
rental fee and insurance, waiving processing fee.  Approval is also 
subject to the City’s allowance of such an event due to COVID-19.  
Motion passed. 

6. Discuss/Consider 

a. Contribution to Irvine Park Wildflower Sanctuary.  Ginger Wierman of the 
Lake Wissota Garden Club is present and requests funds for 235 native 
plants to replant a bed at the Irvine Park Wildflower Sanctuary.  Motion by 
Berg/Arneberg to give $700.00 to Lake Wissota Garden Club for 
purchase of native plants for the Irvine Park Wildflower Sanctuary.  
Said funds to be paid from Irvine Park Donation Fund.  Motion passed.    

b. Erickson Park Eagle Scout Project.  William Zwickel presents an Eagle 
Scout project at Erickson Park.  He proposes building a rack for life 
preservers that can be borrowed by individuals using the Park and Lake.  It 
would be made of wood with a cover to protect the PFDs.  The project 
includes purchase of the life jackets in various sizes.  They would be cheap 
PFDs to discourage theft.  Location between bathroom and dock was 
discussed.  Motion by Arneberg/Agnew to accept Eagle Scout project.  
Motion passed. 
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c. Department COVID-19 Report.  Dick reports that based on various 
guidelines, the Department has opened the playground, the boat ramp, 
various bathrooms, and Casper Park fields for practices.  Dick suggests 
reviewing items and giving thoughts to City Council, understanding final 
decision regarding how to proceed is the Council’s to make.  After much 
discussion, general consensus to make the following recommendations to 
City Council: 

1) Opening the following: 
 Irvine Park Small Shelter reservations; 
 Recreation programs that can meet current guidelines; 
 Riverfront Park Sunday Night Concert Series; 
 Games at Casper Park 
 Petting Zoo – outside only with barn closed, and if staff available; 
 Splash Pad – with signage stating limits and reminder to social 

distance; and 
 The two tournaments that have been held in the past at Casper Park, 

if those tournaments are held. 

2) Opening up when and if guidelines change: 
 Main Pavilion reservations; 
 Irvine Park Activity Building reservations; 
 Riverfront Park Movie Night; 
 Riverfront Park Community Events 
 Other Casper Park Tournaments  

3) Keeping the Outdoor Pool closed for the 2020 season. 
 

d. Director Report.  Dick reports that the north end road is closed due to 
construction on S.  Also, the bison parking lot has been paved and lined. 

 
7. Approve Claims.  Motion by Arneberg/Stowell for claims in May/June in the 

amount of $53,458.59.  Motion passed. 

8. Park Board Members’ Concerns or Comments.  John asks about the boardwalk; 
Dick reports it’s a work in progress.  No progress on Flag Hill bathroom.  New 
playground equipment to be installed June 18.  Beth wants to thank park staff for 
the extra work they are doing due to requirements of COVID.   

9. Adjournment.  Motion by Muenich/Agnew to adjourn at 8:17 p.m.  Motion 
passed. 

Submitted by: 
 
Audrey Stowell, Secretary  


